THE  PROGRESS  OF  REBUILDING
be restored for the use of the Advocates and Proctors of the
Court of Arches, then held in the church of St. Mary le Bow.
This was duly done, and the Doctors moved in, to live under a
landlord with whom they had many ties and many disputes.
After the Fire they migrated to Exeter House, Strand, showing
no desire either to return into the city or to assume the obliga-
tions imposed by their lease. There is little doubt that they
saw in the catastrophe an opportunity to follow the general
westward trend of the departments of government and at the
same time to escape from the liabilities to office and taxation
which had long been a matter for controversy between the City
and themselves. The City was not so minded. The colony of
Doctors and the working of the Court of Arches brought good
business in its train and helped the livelihood of a whole neigh-
bourhood. Migration would have been deplored at any time,
and in 1669 ^ would have been a dangerous example as well
as a serious loss. This could not be tolerated, and the City
set out to prevent it. In June 1669 they petitioned the King
and obtained the appointment of a committee of the Privy
Council to deal with the matter. This body sought to reconcile
the various parties, apparently without success, for in June
1670 Trinity Hall sued their landlords and their tenants before
the Fire Court, seeking an order for both to contribute towards
the cost of rebuilding.1 The Doctors, summoned before rivals
for whom they had no love, attempted in vain to divest them-
selves of a burden they could well afford to bear. Their in-
transigeance and the complications arising from the leasing of
chambers to individual doctors delayed the issue for a time,
but on December I5th, 1670, it was finally settled on terms
which were fair to all parties. The Doctors were obliged to re-
build and to pay their old rent, but received a lease extended
by 14 years and a revision in the form of tenure which,
though it in no way damaged the interests of Trinity Hall,
allowed those who contributed towards the cost of the rebuild-
ing to be adequately recompensed. The chambers which had
1 The lease from St. Paul's ran out in 1716.
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